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APRIL 3  
 

 

 

AT HOME WITH 

Saint John Henry Newman Parish 

where heart speaks to heart 
 

Holy Thursday 
AGAPE MEAL 

On the day when Jesus shared a meal with his disciples before his arrest in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. Parishioners of Saint John Henry Newman Church are invited to share a meal at 

home. Although it is not a Eucharist, we will Remember the Events of that Night. Our meal this 

evening is called an Agape – a meal that celebrates the love we have and the home we share. 

Meanwhile Fr Peter will be in Church celebrating The Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

without a congregation but very conscious of every home in the parish. As part of the Agape 

please join in Spiritual Communion 

 

https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/7-things-to-look-for-in-paintings-of-the-last-supper/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Agape 

Lighting of Candles 

Depending on how many are present it would be good for each candle to be lit by a different person 

 

• I light this candle in the name of the Creator who gave light to the 
world and breathed the breath of life into each human soul. 

• I light this candle in the name of the Son, who presides as host 
wherever two or three are gathered in his name. 

• I light this candle in the name of the Spirit who burns within the hearts 
of all believers. 

 

 

 

Invitation to Christ  
Depending on how many are present it would be good for each section of the invitation to be recited 

by a different person 

 

Come Lord Jesus, be our guest, stay with us for the day is ending. You who 

invite friend and stranger, old and young, saint and sinner to share your 

company and feast on simple things. R. We welcome you Jesus! 
 

Draw close to us on this night when we remember the meal you shared with 

the disciples before your passion and death. For although our meal tonight is 

not a Eucharist; we still hunger for the food that brings eternal life. 

R. We welcome you Jesus! 

 

“You are the light of the world… No one lights a lamp and puts it under a 

tub. They put it on the lampstand where it shines for everyone in the house.” 
(Matthew 5: 5) 
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So, bless us with the honour of your company. Speak to us in the words of 

scripture we share. Then receive our prayer of thanks for all that brings 

nourishment to body, mind and spirit. R. We welcome you Jesus! 
 

For you, Lord Jesus, are the Bread of Life, the Light of the World,  

the Good Shepherd, the Way, the Truth and the Life.  

You who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen 

R. We welcome you Jesus! 

 

We Come to Share our Story 
Song of the Body of Christ - ©David Haas 

The YouTube link takes images from the Last Supper as a backdrop to the song.  

It would be great if you could watch it together:    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1x6qdrix0k 

 

We come to share our story. We come to break the bread. 

We come to know our rising from the dead. 
 

1. We come as your people. We come as your own. 

United with each other, love finds a home. 
 

2. We are called to heal the broken, to be hope for the poor. 

We are called to feed the hungry at our door. 

 

Scriptures from the Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Depending on who is taking part you can decide to read one or more readings for the evening Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper. These are available as an appendix.  

 

Short Conversation  
(Allow yourselves time to recall and share memories of some of your own significant 

meals. Be willing to express some of the emotions you have felt at the time. 

Acknowledge to the gratitude mixed with sadness that endures when we remember 

loved ones who have died. Don’t miss out any humorous stories.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1x6qdrix0k
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Then, calling to mind those deserving of your prayers this evening say: 

 

Behold Lord our hunger. 

We hunger for justice  

We hunger for peace 

We hunger for kind hearts and restful souls 

We hunger for liberty from false promises and dreams 

We hunger for life. 
 

Tend to our hunger good God,  

just as you promised.  

Put on your apron,  

lay the table and serve the banquet.  

Not because we deserve such an honour,  

but that you might unfold for us the joys of your kingdom.  

Where sorrows are no more, wounds are healed,  

and broken hearts made whole.  

For you truly are the one in whom we hope.  

We rejoice in the gift of your salvation.  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Christ Washing the Disciples Feet by Greg Tricker 
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Blessing of Food 
Depending on how many are present it would be good for each section of the blessing to be recited by 

a different person 

 

A. Blessed are you, Holy and Living God, 

For it is by your will and a sign of your goodness and love that we live, and move and 

have our being. You provide us with all we need to nourish and sustain our lives, 

bringing joy and gladness to those who gather in love. 

R. Blessed are you, Holy and Living God 

 

B. In the beginning you watered the earth, that it might bring forth a harvest. You gifted 

your daughter Sarah with bread to sustain her family in their journeying towards the 

land of the covenant. Yours also, was the heart that provided manna in the desert and 

caused water to spring from the rock as Moses led your people into freedom.  

R. Blessed are you, Holy and Living God 

 

C. You established Israel as your vineyard that we might bear fruit and you prune your 

vine to gladden the harvest. By your providence Christ transformed a lowly offering of 

five loaves and two fish into a banquet fit for a multitude.  

R. Blessed are you, Holy and Living God 

 

D. Therefore it is with great confidence that we invoke your blessing upon us this night 

and upon all we remember in love. May the food we have prepared to signal our 

fellowship with all who follow your son draw us closer to him. Grant us the faith and 

devotion to commemorate faithfully these sacred days. 

R. Blessed are you, Holy and Living God  

 

E. Fashion in us the image of him who reached out to the ignored, derided and 

forsaken; that from the bounty of Earth, Our Common Home, all may be fed, clothed 

and befriended in Christ. Who is the Resurrection and the Life, Jesus, your Son, our 

Saviour and Redeemer, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen  

R. Blessed are you, Holy and Living God 
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Our Father  
(an opportunity to use contemporary version; it would also be good to link hands) 

 

When Jesus taught the disciples to pray, he reminded them to ask God to provide their 

daily bread; and so, like Jesus we say: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Washing of Hands 
Now is the time for the washing of hands. As we do this remember how Jesus washed 

the feet of the disciples. 

 

Sharing of Food 
As we share the food on this table; we remember that we are here to share the love 

and peace of Jesus. So, if we are family group we look to each member in turn and all 

say to that one person: 

  

Thank you for being part of our family. Peace be with you. Amen 

 



 

 

©peter c montgomery 2020 

 

Enjoy the food and tell your stories. 

 

Following the Meal  
 

Holy is His Name - ©John Michael Talbot 

If it is at all you possible are strongly encouraged to watch this.  

Please don’t take a sneak preview or it would lessen the impact. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmDwA6mdLlo 

 

 

Grace After Meals 
By all means use one you are familiar with, compose one for the occasion or this may suit: 

 

Lord Jesus, thank you. You are the Bread of Life. We have shared this meal as our way 

of recalling the meal you shared on the night before your death on the Cross. In that 

meal you gave your Church the Gift of the Eucharist. The gift that summons us to 

gather around your altar, where you sustain us with your Body and Blood. Bless you 

people with peace, keep us safe from harm and restore health to the sick.  May we 

always seek the company of the baptised and so come to rejoice at the heavenly 

banquet where you live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sign of the Cross. 

 

All are Welcome 
©Marty Haughen 

This video matches pictures to the words. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Y2hoBAIBzA 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmDwA6mdLlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Y2hoBAIBzA

