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As we progress through Eastertide the focus begins 
to shift. We began with the joy of seeing the risen 
Christ: God made man, invisible made visible, who 
died, but rose and walked among us once more. But 
as we approach the Ascension, we prepare for a time 
when even the incarnate Son will no longer be seen; 
in this world he will no longer be visible. In a sense, 
he becomes for example, even more invisible than 
gravity, as he is no longer part of this Universe, and 

as God he is uncreated. But like gravity, God can be known by his effects: as 
demonstrated in the readings for this Sunday. 
 

In St John’s gospel Christ acknowledges that ‘the World’ neither sees nor knows 
the Spirit; but he promises the Spirit is with us and in us. He is with the Church, 
and in each one of us individually. In the Spirit’s action Christ remains known: 
we ‘see’ him in the Spirit’s effects in us. That is, we see him ‘spiritually’; but 
nonetheless really. 
 

The presence of the Spirit in us is not for ourselves alone. The first letter of St 
Peter reminds us to have ‘your answer ready for people who ask you the reason 
for the hope that you all have’. The Spirit will give us the words we need; and act 
as our advocate in expressing the hope that Christ, put to death in the body, was 
raised to life in the spirit. We show this truth not only in our words, but in our 
lives, and our patient bearing of trials. 
 

***************************************************** 

As we approach the feast of Pentecost, please pray for our parish, that we might 
be ever open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created, 
and you shall renew the face of the earth. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, who have taught the hearts of the faithful 
by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
grant that in the gift of the same Spirit we may be truly wise 

and ever rejoice in its consolation. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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How do we make the right choices as a Catholic 
community? Choices about how we live, what 
we say, the manner of our dialogue with people 
who do not share our beliefs or values. How do 
we live the message of the Gospel in a way 

which remains true to Christ and enables God’s love and care to reach the hearts 
of humanity? These are the kinds of questions that Pope Francis is urging the 
whole Church to consider. And he wants us to listen carefully and respectfully to 
everyone who can help us discern a way that will heal the earth, bring peace to 
humanity and turn our hearts to the God of love. 
 

This is not an easy thing to do in a church with so many members in every corner 
of the earth and so it takes time. It also needs organising in a way that gives the 
best possible chance for the right decisions to be made and agreed upon in ways 
that bring renewed energy to the Church. Not for our own sakes, but for the good 
of all. This is where the Synod comes in. The two meetings in Rome in October 
2023 and 2024 are an essential part of the process, but they need to be open to 
what all are saying. As Pope Francis says: 
 

Participating in a Synod means placing ourselves on the same path as the Word 
made flesh. It means following in his footsteps, listening to his word along with 
the words of others… Let us not soundproof our hearts; let us not remain 
barricaded in our certainties. So often our certainties can make us closed. Let us 
listen to one another.  
 

Pope Francis' decision to include lay persons as full participants with voting rights 
in the upcoming Synod of Bishops is a significant step towards making the synod 
more adequately represent and become an act of discernment by the whole entire 
people of God. 
  
 

For a long time, Catholic ecclesiology generally distinguished neatly between the 
"teaching church" and the "learning church" to highlight the pastoral teaching 
office of bishops on one hand, yet with a reductionist image of the laity as 
passive receivers of magisterial teaching on the other.  
 

We are now moving away from such rigid distinctions and Francis rightly contends 
that “The whole church is a teaching church, just as the whole church is a learning 
church, called to seek a deeper understanding of Jesus' message and proclaim it.  
 

This is the root of his understanding of all the baptized as evangelizers. 
If in the exercise of their legitimate pastoral teaching office the college of bishops 
is to teach the faith of the whole church with authority, they are bound to attend 
to the voice of all the baptized. The present synodal process is not a one-off. It is a 
step on the path to renewing the modus operandi et vivendi of the church. 
 

Catherine E Clifford 
 

***************************************************** 
 



Day Pilgrimage 31 May  
Would those joining the pilgrimage please sign the official 
form please and indicate if you are willing to use your car. 
The guesthouse where we begin with tea and coffee will 
provide a cooked lunch for £15 with a choice of two meat 

and one vegetarian option with soup and a desert. Please tick the column to 
indicate that you want to take up this option. The only other expenses will be a 
minimal admission fee to the shrine, any candles, holy water bottles or gifts 
purchased at the shrine shop and £5 per person to cover a donation to the 
guesthouse for the use of its facilities. 

 

***************************************************** 

First Friday Pizza Night (Friday 2 June 6-8 pm) 
 

We would like to encourage our younger parishioners to come 
together for an evening that will begin with a a Pizza supper on Friday 

2 June from 6 to 8 in the evening. If it goes well then we will see if we can follow it 
up on the first term time Friday of each month.  
 

Those eligible will be of High School age. We also extend an invitation to those 
currently in year 6 as they prepare to move to high school this coming September. 
 

Please let us know if you are interested in coming along so that we can make 
arrangements to suit the numbers.  
 

***************************************************** 
 

SVP Children’s Summer Camp Volunteer Helpers 
 

The Saint Vincent De Paul Society (The SVP, which includes Warrington) have been providing a 
children’s holiday for over 70 years.. These holidays offer a week of fun, excitement and 
friendship to boys and girls aged 9 to 11yrs who, for various reasons need a break. It may be due 
to family issues such as unemployment, illness, bereavement, or relationship breakdown. The 
holiday takes place in Snowdonia and is activity based with the children and volunteers taking 
part in climbing, canoeing, caving and gorge walking. For this to succeed we need to recruit 
volunteers to help during the holiday week. Volunteers must be willing to undergo training and 
have a DBS check (Disclosure and Barring Service) if they do not already have a relevant 
certificate. Volunteers do not need to be members of the SVP and we are specifically looking for 
women volunteers aged over 18yrs who have lots of energy and are free between the 13/8 and 
19/8 2023. This is a wonderful opportunity to give young people an experience that they will 
remember for many years, but it cannot take place without volunteers. If you are able to help or 
would like more information, then please contact Vince McAllister by email to 
vincem@svp.org.uk 
 

Our Parish SVP Conference – have prepared an annual report of their accounts 
which is available to read on the noticeboard. They thank you for your continued 
and very generous support in these trying times, which enables them to: support 
families at our schools with supermarket vouchers and help local foodbanks, send 
four children on a week long summer camp (see above), assist vulnerable adults as 
well as some overseas projects. Members would be happy to ellaborate. A Mass 
will be celebrated next weekend for the intentions of all who have supported their 
activities. THANK YOU 
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Mass Times and Other Liturgies 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – PAGE 275 

Saturday 20 May 5.30 pm  Bernadette Bentley RIP 

Sunday 21 May 

 

9.00 am 

11.00 am 

Michael Wright RIP 

Dilys Jones RIP  

Monday 22 May 10.00 am Int’s of Parishioners (Tea and Toast) 

Tue 23 May 
 

No Services today 

Wed 24 May 10.00 am 

7.30 pm 

Margaret Haslam RIP 

Meditation Group – Called to Fullness of Life 

Thursday  

25 May 

12 noon 

6.30 pm 

7.00 pm  

Funeral Mass Jennifer McCourt RIP 

Quiet Time 

Madge Mannion RIP  

Friday 26 May 10.00 am  Intentions of Margaret Corrigan 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Saturday 27 May 5.30 pm  Lolita and Gregorio Agden RIP  

Sunday  

28 May 

9.00 am. 

11.00 am 

Benefactors of the Parish SVP 

Jean Howard RIP 

Parish Hospitality (Team C) this Month: Sunday 21 after the 11 am Mass. 

KINDLY 

REMEMBER IN 

YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

Please pray for Christina Philomena Laheen who died 

recently, and for Sarah Challoner, John Daintith, Harold 

Entwistle, Julia Exon, Josie Flaherty, Josie Johnson, Tony 

Kearney, Patrick McNamara, Rita Mahon, Kathleen 

Mannion, Roger Maxwell, Peter Moores, John Rutter, and 

Marcos Sala. 

The Funeral Service for Christina Philomena Laheen has been arranged for 

Friday 2 June at 9.00 am. Please keep her family in your prayers. 

A reminder that there may be some disruption next weekend with the music 

festival in Victoria Park. We pray that all who attend this event will enjoy their 

visit, respect the local community, and remain safe from harm. 

 


